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persistent pattern substantial product haz-
ards or that present a risk of injury to the
public of such a magnitude that the CPSC
has determined that a permanent ban on all
toys manufactured by such company is equi-
tably justified. Requires a related annual re-
port to Congress.

(Sec. 45) Requires the CPSC to conduct a
study on the use of formaldehyde in the
manufacture of textile and apparel articles,
or in any component of such articles, to
identify any risks to consumers.

—————

ON THE BIRTH OF SARAH LILIAN
PHILIPS

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 1, 2008

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | am happy to congratulate my friend
Sunny Philips and her husband Jay Philips of
Columbia, SC on the birth of their daughter
Sarah Lilian Philips. Sarah Lilian Philips was
born on July 31, 2008, weighing 6 pounds and
3 ounces. She has been born into a loving
home where she will be raised by parents who
are devoted to her well-being and bright fu-
ture. | am particularly happy to share my birth-
day with Sarah Lilian Philips.

I am so excited for this new addition to the
Philips family. On behalf of my wife Roxanne,
and our entire family, we want to wish Sunny,
Jay, Sarah Lilian and her three sisters Rigby,
Maddy, and Nettie good health and happiness.

—————

THE CONSUMER ENERGY RELIEF
ACT OF 2008

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 1, 2008

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to introduce H.R. 6653, the Con-
sumer Energy Relief Act. This legislation will
provide Americans short- and long-term relief
from rising energy costs by implementing a
comprehensive strategy to reduce America’s
oil dependence while also driving down the
price of gasoline.

In January 2001, when President Bush took
office, the price of oil was $30 per barrel, and
the average price for a gallon of gasoline was
about $1.50. After 7' years of energy policies
spearheaded by President Bush, Vice Presi-
dent CHENEY, two oil men in their own right,
and their friends in the oil industry, oil compa-
nies in the United States are earning record
profits, the cost per barrel of oil has spiked to
$134 and Americans are spending at least
$3.96 on a gallon of gasoline.

Energy costs this high place a tremendous
burden on the American people at a time
when our economy is already on the verge of
recession. The Consumer Relief Act takes im-
portant steps to reduce gas prices, eliminate
our dependence on oil for fuel, and provide
real relief to the American people by address-
ing the root causes of the spike in energy
costs.

First, it will impose tighter regulations on ex-
cessive speculation. While the speculation
market is a necessary function of America’s
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economy, the deregulation of the market
under the Bush administration has allowed the
oil and gas market to be manipulated. Experts
have testified that excessive speculation may
be responsible for inflating prices by as much
as $20 to $60 more per barrel. By regulating
the speculation market, this bill will restore
stability to international commodity trading and
protect the American people from exorbitant
gas prices.

Secondly, this bill will grant the Federal
Trade Commission the authority to investigate
and punish companies that artificially inflate
the price of energy. The need for this provi-
sion is clear. An investigation of 1,000 gas
stations in New Jersey resulted in tickets for
350 violations of gasoline price gouging-re-
lated offenses. Among the citations issued
were: 62 violations for the pump not accu-
rately metering, or measuring, fuel, 46 viola-
tions for per-gallon prices being different on
each side of the pump, 37 violations for fuel
grades (octane rating labels) not posted, 26
violations for inaccurate octane ratings, 19 vio-
lations for inaccurate total sale price calcula-
tion and 14 violations for multiple price
changes in a 24-hour period. This investiga-
tion is indicative of what is occurring all over
the country. Price gouging has become an
epidemic.

Lastly, H.R. 6653 addresses the causes of
our Nation’s energy crisis by infusing a major
investment in the research and development
of renewable energy as well as providing fi-
nancial assistance for the purchase of energy
efficient appliances and vehicles. This invest-
ment will provide immediate relief to Ameri-
cans by helping reduce their energy costs in
the short-term by providing financial assist-
ance for the purchase of efficient appliances
and vehicles, and in the long-term by reducing
our Nation’s dependence on foreign oil by in-
jecting much needed capital for the develop-
ment of alternative energy.

The Consumer Energy Relief Act pays for
this investment by establishing a windfall prof-
its tax on oil companies who have benefited
from President Bush’s policies that protect the
profit margins of oil companies over the tight
budgets of hard-working Americans. Just
today we learned that ExxonMobil is projected
to earn a record $52 billion this year and that
the five largest oil companies in the United
States are expected $168 million.

Madam Speaker, American families and
businesses are reeling from record prices—the
result of 7 years of missed opportunities and
an energy policy this White House has literally
allowed the oil industry to write. Their policy is
working for only one group: the oil companies
which are earning record profits while Ameri-
cans are paying record prices. The failure to
diversify our energy sources with bold invest-
ments in renewable energy and more efficient
technology, leaves us dangerously dependent
on foreign oil, and hurts our economy and
American families. The Consumer Energy Re-
lief Act sets the United States on a different
course, and | urge my colleagues to support it.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 1, 2008

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, |
must oppose this motion to adjourn, because
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| think the House should continue trying to
pass legislation to improve our national energy
policies.

Regrettably, so far our repeated efforts to
do that have been thwarted by the refusal of
our friends on the other side of the aisle to
support any of the proposals that have been
considered.

They seem ready to put a perceived political
advantage over working on a bipartisan basis
to achieve results.

Otherwise, | cannot explain their recent
votes on energy legislation.

Looking back, we see that a majority of
Congressional Republicans have time and
again voted against sensible energy legisla-
tion.

They have voted against renewable energy,
against the first new vehicle efficiency stand-
ards in 32 years—saving $1,000 in fuel costs
per car per year—and against reducing transit
fares for commuter rail and buses.

They have voted against expedited drilling
in Alaska’s National Petroleum Reserve and
against adding a due-diligence requirement
that could stimulate expedited exploration and
development on other Federal lands already
leased for that purpose.

They also voted against releasing 10 per-
cent of the record amounts of oil stored in the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve (to be replaced
with heavy oil that is better suited for that stor-
age), even though that addition to the supplies
on the market could ease gas prices.

And, finally, too many of our Republican col-
leagues opposed better regulation of the com-
modity markets, to reduce the ability of specu-
lators to artificially increase the price of oil,
even though the bill had been approved in the
Agriculture Committee by voice vote and was
supported by the committee’s ranking Repub-
lican member.

So, | certainly understand why many of our
colleagues are prepared to give up for now
and adjourn today in order to begin the normal
August district work period.

But | think we owe it to our constituents and
to the country to stay here at least for now,
and to continue working on energy legislation.
And for that reason, | cannot vote for this mo-
tion to adjourn.

STATEMENT IN HONOR OF LEE
KLING

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 1, 2008

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the outstanding contribu-
tions made by fellow Missourian, Lee Kling, an
individual who placed the needs of country
above his own.

Like many great Americans, Lee did not
stand steadfastly by; instead, he insisted on
getting involved. He saw his plight not in terms
of one or a few, but as one shared by many.

Sadly, we have lost a great American in Lee
Kling.

He was a man who invested in his commu-
nity and family, and always found the time to
give.

No job was too little or big for Lee. Whether
at the center of Presidential politics, involved
in efforts to save military bases, or rebuilding




		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-14T09:21:51-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




